
Failure to conform to convention, especially in an Academic 
setting4 can often result in failing grades, failure to publish, and 
general failure to meet hegemonic notions of success. Failure breeds 
failure but, on the other hand, one person’s failure is another’s 
success.  

 

                                                
4 Again, I have become bored with what I am writing and am consequently facing 
distraction. Instead of procrastinating, however, I am making the conscious decision to 
continue. I’ve found that the very prospect of discussing the oft repressive and yawn 
inducing limitations of traditional academic writing is in itself repressive and boring, so 
I’ve chosen to instead move on to footnotes. I have something of an obsession with 
footnotes, which stems largely from the writings of David Foster Wallace. His use of the 
footnote is itself rather experimental, as it is not typically utilized as a way of citing a 
reference, but as a sort of aside. These footnotes are frequently insightful, hilarious, and 
are (in my opinion) the most distinguishing characteristic of the author’s writing. I myself 
frequently and unapologetically attempt to emulate Wallace. Sometimes I use the 
footnote in attempt to stave off boredom, similarly to the way Ray describes the Hardy 
Boys cover illustrations and chapter breaks. Other times, the footnote is used to expand 
upon an idea in a way that may not fit smoothly into my prose. Regardless of the 
purpose, I almost always try to insert a bit of humor, and I am even prone to insert 
footnotes purely for comedic effect. (Note: As I have been unable to discover a way of 
placing a footnote within a footnote, the following will have to suffice.) 3.5 I have been 
informed by an esteemed mentor that there is actually a great deal of humor in some academic writing, 
much of it preceding David Foster Wallace. To paraphrase said mentor, who first cited Derrida as a 
scholar who creatively used footnotes and humor, there are examples of humor in academic writing, but 
they are often lost because people--including some academics--find it difficult to imagine academic writing 
as humorous. 



 


